MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING – OCTOBER 17, 2011

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  All Selectmen present.

Assabet RVSD personnel Mary Jo Nawrocki, Patrick Collins, and Lynn Ryan, in.  Also present were Fin. Comm. members Scott Schultz, Scott Hawkins and Bill Thomasino.  Ms. Nawrocki updated the Board on the status of the building project.  Noted that the project is now at $62.4 million, with a 54% state reimbursement; Marlboro has waived $500,000 in permit fees; they have received some ADA variances; and will be submitting an article for the May Town Meeting.  Mr. Collins submitted very preliminary budget figures and requested an indication of the town’s financing plans.  Mr. Schultz stated that the Fin. Comm. is undecided at this time and will be considering an override vote or use of Stabilization funds.  Ms. Nawrocki advised of meetings to be held on 12/2 and 12/3 to update town officials, more details will be available at that time with various borrowing scenarios.  Out at 7:40 p.m.

Secretary reported that the Hwy. Dept. P/T Wage account needs a transfer of $1,500 due to required Police details in the center of Town.  Voted to request a Reserve Fund Transfer.  Mr. Andrew to contact the Police Chief to discuss the cost of police details.

Carl Wickstrom and Tim Wheeler in.  Reviewed a draft lease agreement with Riverview North LLC.  Mr. Wickstom stated his concerns regarding the language in the Hazardous Materials clause.  Advised that some organic pesticides may be used in the Community Garden and requested that language be included to insure there are no liability issues.  Secretary to contact the insurance company regarding the liability insurance clause.
Louise Janda in with several residents of the Ball Hill Rd. area to discuss concerns related to construction on the Maplewood Farm property.  Tammy Cintolo submitted a list detailing various areas of concern (copy attached).  Tim Wheeler suggested that, for the future, the Planning Board consider adding provisions to the zoning bylaws that would require Site Plan review for agricultural uses and storm water regulations for agricultural properties.  Mr. Andrew to consult with legal counsel to determine the town’s ability to request truck logs and/or manifests to document the origin of the material being brought in and to enter the property to have soil testing performed and to consult with the Police Chief on traffic and public safety issues.  Mrs. Bradley to consult with the Hwy. Supt. regarding run off, road conditions and catch basins.  The Board suggested that the group attend Board of Health and Cons. Comm. meetings this week and return to next week’s meeting for a follow up. 
Mrs. Sefton and her grandson in to discuss her tax bill.  Stated that her land valuation more than doubled this year, because of Highland Common’s purchase of the Heritage Mall for $2 million.  The Board advised of plans to consider small commercial exemptions next year, suggested she talk to the Assessors about a possible abatement and the Tax Collector regarding a payment plan for her bill.  Out at 9:08 p.m.

Voted to sign the Title V Nitrogen Loading Restrictions and Easement for NBV II and Berlin Retirement Homes.
Voted to approve the minutes of 10/11/11.  Andrew and Booman in favor, Bradley abstained.

Voted to approve the expenditure of $3,519.48 from the Town Hall Revolving Account for building repairs and supplies.  Secretary reported that Ms. Dueck is concerned about the impact of the expenditure for building repairs on the account, stated that the revolving account should be used for general operating expenses of the building, not large repair projects.

Received the resignation of Michael McNamara as a PT Police Officer.  No action taken on the Chief’s request for an appointment to fill the vacancy.  Secretary to request a resume be forwarded.

Voted to request the participation of the National Guard in the Bicentennial Parade.

Received an email from Food Pantry personnel stating concerns regarding the possibility of lead paint and/or asbestos in the room.  Secretary reported that the Bldg. Insp. tested the area for lead and found none.

Voted to declare the dishwasher and counters removed from the kitchen as surplus property and to extend an invitation to bid for the equipment.

Received correspondence from the Dept. of Public Safety regarding narrowband communication requirements and a response from Mr. Plummer detailing a plan to come into compliance.

Received, from Charter Communications, notification of programming changes and Emergency Alert System testing to be conducted on 11/4/11.

Received, from MIIA, a list of credits received for FY11, totaling $24,160.

Received notification of the listing of the Town Hall and the Bullard House on the National Registry of Historic Places.

Received a proposal for shrubbery maintenance for this building: $1,400 for the initial visit and  $450 for annual maintenance.  To be discussed with the Fin. Comm. during the budget process.

Approved a vacation day request from the custodian for 10/21.

Voted to sign a resolution in support of H1972, An Act Regulating Election Primaries, to insure the participation of active military duty residents..
Reviewed bridge inspection reports for Jones Rd. and Bridge Rd.  Copy to Hwy.

Reviewed Town Counsel’s invoice for the month of September totaling $4,234.

Received, from Town Counsel, a copy of the court filing for awarding of costs in the Towle case.

Reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.

Voted to recommend a 2% COL for FY13 with no step increases.  Agreed not to call a Town Officers meeting for the night of the budget kickoff meeting.

At 9:48 p.m., a motion was made and seconded to enter into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter and then return to Open Session.  Roll call vote taken: Andrew aye, Bradley aye, Booman aye.  Returned to Open Session at 9:52 p.m.

Agreed that Mr. Andrew should consult with special counsel regarding the Maplewood Farm issue.
Voted to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,
