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MEETING MINUTES OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Monday, March 13, 2023
6:30 PM

Present:  Katie Guertin (KG), Conservation Agent 


Christopher Picone (CP), Chair


Andrew Henderson (AH)


Catherine Laramie (CL)


Anna Wilkins (AW)

6:30 PM
Agenda Review/General Discussion

CP opened the meeting of the Ashburnham Conservation Commission under the MA Wetland Protection Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40, and in accordance with the Ashburnham Wetlands Protection Bylaw and associated Rules and Regulations. 

Agenda approved (4:0 vote)

Public Meetings/Hearings

6:35PM Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA)- 16 Sunset Drive
The proposed work consists of the construction of an addition, deck, access path and tree removal/pruning. Work will occur within 100 feet of Sunset Lake.
Chris Mossman represented the applicants.

Also attended by Fred Sellars of FHA, and Wendy Gendron (abutter).

The plans show some trees to be removed.  Those removed are only a few of the trees on a “mostly wooded lot.” Stumps will be ground down.
While the work does include an addition to the house, that would be put on sonotubes (not a foundation).  That is why an RDA was acceptable.

Six-ft wide path is proposed to allow a mini-excavator on site.

Fred Sellars requested that an NOI would be preferred given the amount of tree clearing and the new path with grading. He also pointed out the setbacks needed to the lake, and to abutters, that would require approval from the FHA. Also for curb work within 10’ from the road.  
He also noted that the path is on a very steep slope.  DEP noted that something better than woodchips would be needed.  Fred agreed that a blowout is possible without permanent, solid erosion control.  Rip-rap was considered the best option.

More of the larger trees should be kept, especially those near to the shoreline.

Also, the proposal was supposed to go to the FHA board, per FHA agreements.

KG: We can condition items without requiring an NOI.  The individual items are not large enough to warrant an NOI.  Decks, sheds, etc. are exempt if 50’ from the water anyways, and these are about 42’ away. The path is pervious: so even up to 6’ would be considered an RDA by the DEP.  DEP has already provided comments on the RDA, so requiring an NOI at this point would not get us any new information.
We could condition a combination of silt fence with waddle, and perhaps woven wire, on the erosion controls between the house and the lake.  
KG suggested asking for an abutter notice.  But CM noted that everyone within 300’ would get notified about the variance with ZBA. 

We proposed a site visit to see the steep area with the path, and to see why some of the larger trees are being removed. Vista pruning is acceptable.

On the applicant’s request, CP moved to continue the hearing to April 10, 2023, along with a site visit on April 10, at 5 PM.
CL seconded.

Approved 4:0

6:40PM Notice of Intent (NOI)- Lot 5 Juniper Road

The proposed work consists of the construction of a single-family home and utilities, which will occur within the 100-foot buffer zone of bordering vegetated wetlands and riverfront area.

Continued from 2-27-23

We conducted a site visit earlier in the day (see minutes from posted meeting).

There is still no file # from the DEP.

On the applicant’s request, CP moved to continue the hearing March 27, 2023. 
CL seconded.

Approved 4:0

6:50 PM Notice of Intent (NOI)- 49 Hay Road
The proposed work consists of the razing of an existing dwelling, construction of a new single-family home, septic system and two retaining walls. Work will occur within the 100-foot buffer zone of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.

Continued from 2-27-23
We conducted a site visit earlier in the day (see minutes from posted meeting).

There is still no file # from the DEP.

On the applicant’s request, CP moved to continue the hearing. 
CL seconded.

Approved 4:0

Guest & Visitors

None
Other Commission Business/Administration:

• Issued Certificate of Compliance for 158 Ashby Road, DEP# 092-0930. Septic system work, and site is well established.
• Issued a partial Certificate of Compliance for 155 Tuckerman Road, DEP# 092-1018.  Newly built, and some buffer zone plantings are still needed this spring.  So we issued a partial CoC so the sale can go through, and the new plantings must be monitored for 3 years.
• Approved Minutes of February 27, 2022

Adjourned: 7:45 PM

