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MEETING MINUTES OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Monday, July 24, 2023
6:30 PM

Present:  Katie Guertin (KG), Conservation Agent 


Christopher Picone (CP), Chair


Catherine Laramie (CL)


Anna Wilkins (AW)

6:30 PM
Agenda Review/General Discussion

CP opened the meeting of the Ashburnham Conservation Commission under the MA Wetland Protection Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40, and in accordance with the Ashburnham Wetlands Protection Bylaw and associated Rules and Regulations. 

The Conservation Commission voted to approve the agenda.  (3:0)
Public Meetings/Hearings

6:35 PM   Notice of Intent (NOI) – 47 Watatic Pond Road

The proposed work involves the construction of a single-family home and associated utilities.  Work will occur within 100 feet of bordering vegetated wetlands and within the 200 foot riverfront area.  

Continued from 7-10-23

Dep#  092-1049

Christopher MacKenzie (CM) of Dillis & Roy represented the applicants.

The applicants, Jason and Betty Verrecchia, were also present.

All work will be within the 200-foot riverfront.  DEP considers the site previously disturbed.  Work will not exceed 5000 square feet.  
The project includes razing an existing dilapidated one-bedroom house and replacing it with a one-bedroom house of approximately the same size.  The existing foundation will be removed and a new one poured.   The existing well was considered too difficult to be serviced.  A new well is proposed, with its location subject to final approval from the Board of Health (BOH).  The existing septic system (pre-1996, pre-riverfront requirements) is grandfathered.  It will be entirely replaced by a Presby system.  The planned driveway will not be paved.
CM is asking for a variance from the BOH for the septic system.  BOH requires a distance of 100 feet from the existing wetland.  The proposed septic is 55 feet from the wetland and 73 feet from a well on an abutting property.  BOH will require a deed restriction regarding this.  A decision from BOH cannot be made until it meets again in late August or September. 
KG recommended use of a silt fence as part of the erosion control on the pond side (marshy shoreline) of the project.  CM stated loam and seed would be used on disturbed areas.  KG recommended use of seed free straw mulch and/or jute netting on pond side of project.  The property owners will be on site every day to monitor conditions, especially following heavy rainfall.
The final plan cannot be drawn until the BOH decides on providing a variance regarding the well location.  Also, CM must address DEP concerns.  Final plan must also show driveway location.

CP moved to issue OOC pending receipt of plans with minor revisions, including driveway location and well location.

CL seconded.

Approved (3:0).

Guest & Visitors
Other Commission Business/Administration:
· Monitoring of town-owned parcel(s):  CL inquired about monitoring a town-owned parcel (4-10), located off Depot Road and difficult to access.  Access can be provided by the abutter, Fenix Parts (800 Spring Street, Winchendon, MA).   KG to contact Fenix for permission to access parcel 4-10, supposedly demarcated by Jersey barriers.  Either Cl or KG and CL will monitor this property once the arrangement has been made.
· Request for COC, 210 Lake Shore Drive.  Apparently, the original COC is “dead”.  This is a basically a resign of the original COC.
· Resign 48 Winding Cove Road OOC:  OOC was lost in  the mail.  This is a resign of the original.
CP  moved to resign.
CL seconded.
Approved (3:0)  

· Approval of Minutes – July 10, 2023. (3:0)

· Adjournment: 07:56
